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In the Claims: 

/ Please cancel all currently pending claims and substitute the following set of new 
claims 1-^5: 


— I (New) A closure device for sterile closure of a connection of a filter module for 
dialysis, hemofiltration or ultrafiltration, comprising: 
a closure element; 

a wall formed in the closure element having an automatically closing slit-shaped 
indentation forming a germ-proof closure when closed; and 

means for fastening the closure element to a connecting element, the means being 
disposed adjacent to the wall. 

2. (New) The closure device according to claim 1, wherein the closure element is 
substantially cylindrical, the fastening means include a cylindrical surface, and the slit- 
shaped indentation is formed on an end face of the cylindrical closure element. 

3 (New) The closure device according to claim k\ wherein the closure element is 
symmetrical about an axis of the connection. 

4. (New) The closure device according to claim 1, wherein the slit-shaped indentation is 
in the shape of a cross or a star. 

(New) The closure device according to claim ^J, further comprising a second wall 
opposite to the wall having the indentation, the second wall having an opening for passage of 
a fluid. 

6. (New ) The closure device according to claim 5, wherein a middle portion of the 
indentation is aligned with the opening. 
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T. (New) The closure device according to claim ^, further comprising a surface 
extending around the opening in the second wall, the surface lying in a plane substantially 
perpendicular to a joining direction of the closure element to the connecting element 

8 (New) The closure device according to claim 1, wherein the closure element is 
formed of one piece. 

9. (New) The closure device according to claim 1, wherein the wall and the closure 
element are made of plastic. 

10. (New) The closure device according to claim 9, wherein the plastic is silicone 

I I. (New) The closure device according to claim 1, wherein the wall comprises a spring 
element acting in a radial direction. 

l^(New) The closure device according to claim 1, wherein the slit-shaped indentation 
forms a germ -proof closure adapted to withstand a pressure difference up to about ±0 25 bar. 

I 

(New) A medical device having a plurality of connections for supplying or removing 
a fluid from the device, each of said connections comprising: 
a closure element; 

a wall formed in the closure element having an automatically closing slit-shaped 
mdentation forming a germ-proof closure when closed; and 

means for fastening the closure element to a connecting element disposed adjacent to 
the wall 

"'A , 

H. (New) The medical device according to claim pj, comprising a filter module for one 
of dialysis, hemofiltration and ultrafiltration connected to the closure element. 

J5. (New) The medical device according to claim 13, wherein the closure element 
comprises one of an inside surface forming a germ-proof closure with the outside surface of 
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the connecting element, and an outside surface forming a germ-proof closure with an inside 
surface of a bushing-like connection. 

16 (New) The medical device according to claim wherein the plurality of 
connections comprises at least two connections of the medical device, each connection being 
provided with a closure element. 

^^i^(New) A closure device for sterile closure of a connection of a filter module for 
dialysis, hemofiltration or ultrafiltration, comprising: 
a closure element; 

a wall formed in the closure element having an automatically closing slit-shaped 
indentation forming a germ-proof closure when closed, 

means for fastening the closure element to a connecting element, the means fastening 
being disposed adjacent to the wall; and 

a second wall adjacent to the fastening means, the second wall opposite to the wall 
having the indentation, the second wall having an opening for passage of a fluid, 

(New) The closure device according to claim XT, wherein the closure element is 
substantially cylindrical, the fastening means are cylindrical surface, and the slit-shaped 
indentation is formed on an end face of the cylindrical closure element. 

19. (New) The closure device according to claim V^, wherein the closure element is 
symmetrical about an axis of the connection. 

20 (New) The closure device according to claim 17, wherein the slit-shaped indentation 
is in the shape of a cross or a star. 

7\ (New) The closure device according to claim \fl , wherein a middle portion of the 
indentation is aligned with the opening. 
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-y ^^(New) The closure device according to claim yl\ further comprising a surface 
extending around the opening in the second wall, the surface lying in a plane substantially 
perpendicular to a joining direction of the closure element to the connecting element. 

^- /^3. (New) The closure device according to claim F7, wherein the closure element is 
formed of one piece. 

24. (New) The closure device according to claim 0, wherein the wall and the closure 
element are made of plastic. 

■ ?5. (New) The closure device according to claim ^f, wherein the plastic is silicone. 

• 26. (New) The closure device according to claim y?\ wherein the wall comprises a spring 
element acting in a radial direction. 

27. (New) The closure device according to claim i^, wherein the slit-shaped indentation 
forms a germ-proof closure adapted to withstand a pressure difference up to about ±0.25 bar 

28. (New) A medical device having a plurality of connections for supplying or removing 
a fluid from the device, each of said connections comprising: 

a closure element; 

a wall formed in the closure element having an automatically closing slit-shaped 
indentation forming a germ-proof closure when closed; 

means for fastening the closure element to a connecting element disposed adjacent to 
the wall, and 

a second wall adjacent to the fastening means, the second wall opposite to the wall 
having the indentation, the second wall having an opening for passage of a fluid. 

(New) The medical device accordmg to claim comprising a filter module for one 
of dialysis, hemofiltration and ultrafiltration connected to the closure element. 
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(New) The medical device according to claim wherein the closure element 
comprises one of an inside surface forming a germ-proof closure with the outside surface of 
the connecting element, and an outside surface forming a germ-proof closure with an inside 
surface of a bushing-like connection. 

31 . (New) The medical device according to claim 2^, wherein the plurality of 
connections comprises at least two connections of the medical device, each connection being 
provided with a closure element. 

f 

IZ. (New) A method for using a closure device for medical items, comprising the steps 
of: 

disposing a closure element in facing relationship with a connecting tube; 

pushing the connecting tube through a wall formed in the closure element, thus 
opening an automatically closing slit-shaped indentation of the wall forming a germ-proof 
closure when closed; and 

attaching fastening means disposed adjacent to the wall for connecting the closure 
element to the connecting tube. 


32 (New) The method according to claim yl, further comprising the steps of selecting 
the medical item to be a filter module for dialysis, hemofiltration or ultrafiltration, and using 
the connection between the closure element and the connecting tube for in-line sterilization 
of the filter module 

ST 

lA (New) The method according to claim further comprising the step of placing the 
closure element on projecting connections of the fastening means 

>5. (New) The method according to claim further comprising the step of inserting the 
closure element into bushing-like connections of the fastening means—. 
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Applicants maintain that new claims 1-^ are presently allowable, the earliest 
possible notice of which is earnestly solicited. 

FEES 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any necessary fees or credit any 
overpayments under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.16and 1. 17 to Deposit Account No. 11-0600. 

Respectfully submitted. 


Dated:_3^n^Jii,._I^ 



One Broadway 

New York, New York 10004 

(212)425-7200 
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